Best walking boot/
shoe

Brasher
SILVER: Meind| and Scarpa
Congratulations to Brasher for
creeplng up fnom secornd last
waar to take the top spot. My
old friend the ate Chris Brasher

ored the conce

of lightweight walking boots

Ir the LK, would have been
thrilled, It's very encouraging to
see a British company taking

top spot ahead of bwo Eurcpean

Imanuigciurers

Best walking sock
Bridgedale

SILVER: Brasher

BROMNZE: Thorlo

Bridgedale should be given

a special award since this is

the fifth vear running that

walk readers have named Its

walking sock as their favourite

That's a tremendous accolade

and, as 've suggested in the

past, it could well be

Bridgedale’s excellent marketing

and availabllity. That's not {o

take anything away from the

fact they make greal socks ool

dowin to

Spring 2009

Best
walking
trouser

Craghoppers
SILVER: Rohan
BRONZE:
Paramo
The same three
rurners as kast
vear but well
done to Craghoppers, taking
the top spot abead of last year's
winner, Rohan, | wonder if that's
amything to do with the fact

hat Craghoppers gear is now
widely avallable in T Maxx?
I've bought sceme autdoor gear
from TK Maxx mysell and, in
these tough economic times, we
all want bargalns. Like Roharn,
Craghoppers has moved away
from the general ¢

travel market with great success.

Best waterproof

jacket

Berghaus
SILVER: Paramo
BRONZE: The North Face
Well cdone ta Berghaus for
hodding on to the top spot
The Morth Face replaces Lowe
Alpine in the rankings and I'd
liove to Know wity, Berghaus, The
Morth Face and Lowe Alpine all
use Gore-Tex fabrics, whereas
Paramos Directional Clothing
System s unigue - breathable
and very waterproof but heavier

than Gore-Tex garments.

witdleors into the

‘Top gear

The results are inl After months of voting for your
favourite kit, retailers and destinations, outdoor

expert and avid industry-watcher Cameron McNeish
announces the winners of the 2009 walk Reader Awards

Best base layer

Helly Hansen
SILVER: Berghaus and
leebreaker
Ahal The first appearance of a
newsr company. New Zealands
lcebreaker uses Mering wool for
thelr |_-L_.--:...- layers and while wool
LINCIES W Caces
a00, they IL.m |TI<..J‘. a re.dl
commeback in recent years in thedr
new nor-scratchy incarnation
But it's the old Morwegian sailing
ard outdoor gear favourite Helly
Hansen at number one

Best fleece

Berghaus
SILVER: The North Face
BRONZE: Paramo
Is there a link between
waterproofs and fleeces? Do
walk readers buy fleeces that
Zip INta particular walerproof
[acketss | ask becatse you've
given the top three places in
both categornies (o the same
companies. 'm also intrigued
that The Morth Face has
enterad the fray at the
expense of Low Alpine, again
in both categones
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Best backpack/
rucksack

Berghaus
SILVER: Karrimor
BRONZE: Lowe Alpine
[he three ‘usual suspects’ of
LIk pack manufacturers. They
finished in this order last year
too, so congratulations to each
of therm for holding out against
overseas campelition Its a
shame though theres no reom
for Deuter, The Morth Face. Gor
Lite, Csprey and Gregory, which
all rrake very Tine daypacks

Best GPS
Garmin
SILVER:
Satmap
BROMNZE:
Magellan
Satmap leaplrog
Magellan into
second place

from Last year
That's probably due to its
excaellent Active 10GPS unit that
doesnt have to be plugged

irto a computer, You simply
stick in a map card’ froam ane
of 150 covering the whole of
the UK at both 125000 and
150,000 scales. Both Garmin and
Magelkan are very much industry
leaders though, despite me
suspecting they wera both taking
their eyve off the walking sector in
favour of In-car units. Perhaps

| was wrong!
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