RAINJACKETS

If there's one piece of outdoor gear you need to get
right, it's your waterproof. Simon Birch and Gemma
Hall put the latest models through their paces.
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JARGON BUSTER

The variety of breathable fabrics
has increased in recent years.
Here's some top names to look for:

1) Gore-Tex The original breathable
fabric. A nylon or polyester outer
shell gives waterproofing, while a
porous inner membrane atlows
sweat to escape from the body

1} eVENT This hi-tech fabric uses
a New t'&,’ﬂ." |‘_|f nner r1|l-'r1lbrr].'ll-'
that's claimed to offer millions of
Liny pores, improving breathability
1) H:No Developed by Patagonia,
this fabric comes in several
weights for use in different
climates and weather conditions
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¥ walker Simon
Birch never
ceasas to be
amazed by
how rainjackets just keep
getting better. When he's
not tramping acrass the
uplands, Simon wnites on
environmeantal issues.

TECHNICAL DETAILS
How miuch does the acket
weigh? What sort of fabric
i= it made from? Does it
have a lining?

WHAT'S IT LIKE? How
many pockets does the
jacket have? What are the
fit and cut like? Does it
have pit zips |see below]?
PERFORMANCE How did
the jackel perform on our
test walks?

These

Gemma Hall
is a freelance
journalist
based in the
Maorth East,
and enjoys hiking in the
Pennines: She has
completed many long
distance trails, both at
home and abroad.

HOW WE TESTED THEM

ETHICAL RATING Whers
is the jacket made? |s the
manulacturar a memhber
of the European Outdoor
Groups Association for
Conservation [AFC), 2
trade body supporting
environmental projects?
For more details, visit
Wi eogoonservation.org
VALUE FOR MOMEY Does
the quality of the jacket
justify its price tag?
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RAB
Bergen

& 01773 401870; www.rab.uk.com

£180

1} Technical details eVENT fabric; 500q

1 What's it like? Two map-sized external
pockels and one smaller, mesh-lined internal
packet. Adjustable ware-peak hood, Medium
length. No pit zips

1} Performance A good-fitting jacket that proved
to be totally dependable on the test walk
My anlby criticism is that its ventilation would
benefit from pit zips

¥} Ethical rating Member of AFC. Made in China

¥} Value for money This one won 't let you down
It's an excellent buy: 8.5M10

PARAMO

Valez Adventure Smock

£180

= 01892 TBs444; www.paramo.co.uk

1} Technical details Waterproof Analogy fabric;
700g

1 What's it like? Same excellent fabric as the
Pajaro [rmght], but atherwise very different due
to its short cut and pull-over style, Two map
sized pockets. Side vents al the bottom

1 Performance The most versatile jacket tested
It was great an a long walk, and also on rmy
bike. The vents on each side cooled me rapidly

¥} Ethical rating AFC member. Made in
Colombia

1} Value for money One jacket, many uses. 910
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MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT
Kongur £260

& 0161 366 5020;
www.mountain-equipment.co.uk

1} Value for money This
i= a totally bomb-proof
jacket. It's the maost
expensive tested, but

has the Gore-Tex lifetime guarantee sa il
should give you many years of protection
8/10

1 Technical details Gore-Tex Pro Shell
fabric; 540g.

M 'What's it Like? A brilliantly designed jacket
with everything you need when the
weather turns foul: four large, map-sized
external pockets, an excellent adjustable
hood that gives 100 per cent protection,
pit zips, and a generous, long cut.

1 Performance Though all the jackets in
this test will protect you from the
elaments, the Kongur stands out for the
atlention to detail that's gone inta its
design. Full marks for including encugh
decent-sized pockets - two that act as
hand-warmers and twa more for storing
those things you need to get at easilyon a
walk. Plus, the adjusters on the sleeves
are made from chunky plastic, so they are
a cinch to use with gloved hands.

1 Ethical rating Unfortunately, not a
member of AFC. Made in Hungary.

PARAMO P4jaro £250

= 01892 786444; www.paramo.co.uk water-repelling and
maisture-wicking
properties. Sounds
too good to be true?
Mot with the Pajaro, This soft jacket alsa
features pit 2ips and pockets galore: two
map-sized ones at the chest, one internal,
and two at the hip - perfect for stashing
small binoculars.
1 Performance The superb Pajaro was
designed with wildlife watchers in mind and
| found the camouflage colour & definite
bonus. Drawcards in all the right places
ensured a perfect fit. It is a heavy jacket, but
this was compensated by the fact that |
didn't need an insulating underlayer. It really
excelled in cold, rainy weather - | stayed
warm and dry, and the cornly hood [best
on test] moved with my head. My top
choice for autumn and winter.
1 Ethical rating Member of
AFC. Made in Colombia
11 Value for money
i Pararmos are renowned for
lasting years, so this is well
warth its hefty price tag
?.5/10

1} Technical details Waterproof Analogy
fabric; 740g

1 What's it like? Paramo say their jackets are
inspired by otter fur, with superb insulating,
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